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Atlantic cod Faroe Bank
IDENTIFICATION

ASSESSMENT
Strengths
Fishing effort has been significantly reduced in recent years.
No fishing days were allocated in the 2012/2013 fishing season.
Weaknesses

SCIENTIFIC NAME

Gadus morhua
SPECIES NAME(S)
Atlantic cod
COMMON NAMES
Faroe bank cod
STOCK IDENTIFICATION
Both genetic and tagging studies suggest the cod on the Faroe Plateau
(Division Vb2) is a distinct biological stock from cod on the Faroe Plateau
(Division Vb1) and in Icelandic waters (Division Va) (ICES, 2013b).

Both spring and summer survey indices suggest the stock is well below
average.
There is still no indication of strong incoming year classes.
The effort management system appears to have not protected the stock
from overfishing.
Options
The fishery should be closed until the stock recovers to previously healthy
levels.
A system to separate catches originating from Faroe bank and Plateau on
the same trip should be implemented.
The management system should be reviewed.
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Fisheries
Within FishSource, the term "fishery" is used to indicate each unique combination of a flag country with a fishing gear, operating within a particular management
unit, upon a resource. That resource may have a known biological stock structure and/or may be assessed at another level for practical or jurisdictional reasons.
A fishery is the finest scale of resolution captured in FishSource profiles, as it is generally the scale at which sustainability can most fairly and practically be
evaluated.
ASSESSMENT UNIT

Faroe Bankmng

MANAGEMENT UNIT

Faroe Islands, Division Vb2

FLAG COUNTRY

Faroe Islands

FISHING GEAR
Bottom trawls
Longlines

Management Unit
MANAGEMENT UNIT
Faroe Islands, Division Vb2

ORGANIZATION

FISHING AREA

Faroese Ministry of Fisheries

FAO 27.5.b.2

